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UDC 373.091.5(091)«185/191”

IMPOBJIEMA ®OPMYBAHHS JUCIHUIIJITHOBAHOCTI
YYHIB 3AKJIAJIIB CEPEJHbOI OCBITH
VYKPATHCBKUX I'YBEPHIN POCIMCBKOI IMITEPI|
HA MEXI XIX-XX CTOJIITH
(3a maTepiajiaMu 3acifaHHs paJ¥ NPH MONeYUTeJ i
OnecbKoro HaBp4YaJIbLHOI0 OKPYIY)

Y emammi na ocnogi ananizy icmopuko-neoazo2ivHux oxcepen i apxXieHux
OOKYMeHmMi8 po3Kpumo nozuyito paou npu nonevyumeni Q0ecbKko2o HA8UANbLHO20
OKpY2y w000 0i€sux cnocobié hopmysanHs OUCYUNTTHOBAHOCMI YYHIE 3aK1A0I8
cepeonwoi ocgimu nanpukinyi XIX — na nouamky XX cmonimms. 3 ’sicoeano, wjo
3aK1A0U cepednboi 0cimu YKpaincbkux 2yoepniil Pociticokoi imnepii y 0ocnioxcy-
8aHull nepio0 (QYHKYIOHYBANU 8 YMOBAX CYMMEBUX COYIAIbHO-EKOHOMIUHUX |
CYCNINbHO-NOIMUYHUX 3PYULEHb, N0 SA3AHUX 3 00HO20 OOKY 13 PO3BUMKOM Kani-
MAniCMU4HUX 6IOHOCUH, 3 THUL020 — 3 eKoHoMiunoto kpu3zoro 1901-1903 poxis u
NOCUNEHHAM POOIMHUYO020 1 CEISIHCOKO20 PYXiB8, NIOHECEHHAM NONIMUYHOI aKmue-
Hocmi 1i0epanbHO-0eMOKPAMUYHUX 6EPCME HACENeHHsl, CMYOeHMCbKOI ma yuHiG-
cvkoi monoodi. Ha yvomy mai nesionosionicme icHyouoi cucmemu cepeonboi
ocgimu, SIKy CK1a0aiu NepeajdCcHo 2iMHA3I ma peanvHi yYunuud, eKOHOMIYHUM
ma CyCniibHUM NOmMpedam 0epiucasu cmasana 0eoaii 8i0YYmHIULON0, Wo 3MYCUTLO
Minicmepcmeo HapoOHOT ocsimu nopywumu RUMAanHs npo peghopmy cepeonboi
oceimu.

Yemanoeneno, wo imnepamop Muxona Il, 3anenokoeHuti 3p0cmanHim no-
JUMUYHOT aKMUBHOCMI CMyOeHMCbKOI ma V4HIBCbKOI MONIOOI, OOHIEN) 3 20N08HUX
3aca0 Ol YKIAOAHHS NPOEKMY peopmu cepeOHbOi WKOMU BUSHAYUE BUMOZY
NOEOHAHHS HABYAHHSL IOHAYMBA 3 BUXOBAHHAM ) OYCI 8ipu, 8I00AHOCMI NPeCmoy U
8imuu3sHi, nosazu 00 CiM’i, a MaKodC NPUBYAHHS 3 PAHHLO2O OUMUHCMEA 00
nopsoKy i oucyuniinu. Ha suxonanns yboco po3nopsodicenHs MiHicmp HApOOHOT
ocsimu 1. 3enzep maodicnas noneuumensim HAGUANLHUX OKpYei8, 30kpema Kuigco-
k020, Odecvkozo i Xapkiecvkoeo, yupkyaap “llpo oucyunniny 6 cepeouix Hag-
yaneHux 3axnaoax” (1903), de eusnas icHyrouul cmawn cnpas 3 OUCYUNTITHOW VUHI8
i KoHmponem 3a Helo 3 60Ky WKIIbHO20 HAYANLCMBA Ui Ne0a202i4H020 NEPCOHATY
HenpUtiHAMHUM Ma 8UMA2A8 HEYXUTbHO20 BUKOHAHHS MOHApuioi 601l baxcanux
BUXOBHUX pe3VIbMAamie NPONOHYBANOCA 00CA2amU K Nedda202iuHuMu, max i
penpecusHumu memooamu. /[o diceux memoois i nputiomie nonepeoiceHHs neoa-
202IUHUM NEPCOHAIOM NOPYULeHb YYHAMU NOPAOKY i OUCYUNTIHU OVI0 8IOHECeHO
maki. neoazo2ivHull maxkm i 000po3uUYIUSe CMABIeHHs 00 YYHI8, 3MiCM HABYA-
HHA [ 11020 8UXOBANLHULL Xapakmep (0COOIUB0 HA YPOKAX MO8U, Nimepamypu,
icmopii); opeauizayis NO3AYPOYHUX BUXOBHUX 3AX00I8 3 BUKOPUCNAHHAM OC8ide-
HH5, HABIIOBAHHS, NEPEKOHAHMA YYHIG, Chisnpays 3 bamvKamu; MOPAIbHA Nio-
MPUMKA BUXOBAHYIB, AKI NPOICUBATOMb HA YUHIBCOKUX KEAPMUPAX, 36epPMAHHS
00 peniciliHuUX NepeKoOHaHb i NoUymmie YuHis.
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Buseneno, wo na 3acioanni 12 epyons 1903 poky unenu paou npu nonedu-
meni O0ecbKoeo HABYANIbHO20 OKpY2Y, 0emallbHO GUEHUSULL CINAH CHpA8 i 03HANO-
MUBUUCL 3 YUPKYTIAPHOIO NPONOSUYIEIO MIHICIPA HAPOOHOI OCc8imu ma OyMKamu
neoazo2ivHux pao 3akiaoie cepedHboi 0csimu oKpy2y ujooo Gopmysants Ouc-
YUniiHO8aHOCMI YYHI8 3aKNA0i6 cepeOHbOol 0C8IMuU, BUCTIOBUNU BIACHY NOZUYIIO 3
Yboeo numanns. B yxeani paou ceped naubdinvu Oiesux cnocobie GopmysanHs
OUCYUNTIIHOBAHOCMI YUHIB OVIO BUOKDEMIEHO MAKI: 3MEHUEHHS. HANOBHIOBAHOCL
KAACI8;, 3anpo8a0NCeHHs THCMUMYmMy 6UX08AmMenis, VIAulmyeaHuHs YUHI6CbKUX
Keapmup, iHmMepHamis, 0OMOBUX UEPKO8; SUKOPUCMAHHS BUXO8HO20 NOMEHYIATY
Jimepamypuux i peniciiHo-MopaibHux 0ecio; Hala200HCeHHs 83AEMUH 3 Oamb-
Kamu YuHie. Y Hill makooc Ha2010uly8anocsi Ha HeoOXiOHOCMI NOKDPAUjeHHS
MamepianbHo20 ma cayicO08020 CMAHOBUWA B84UUMENIE 5K 3ANOPYKU SAKOCMI
HABYAIbHO-8UXO0BHO20 NPOYEC).

Knrwouoei cnosa: Minicmepcmeo Hapoonoi ocgimu, 3akiaou cepeoHboi
oceimu, yyHi; oucyuniinoganicms, gopmyeanus; Qoecbkuul HABUANLHUL OKDY2;
paoa npu noneyumerni HABUAILHO20 OKPY2).

THE PROBLEM OF CULTIVATING DISCIPLINE AMONG
STUDENTS OF SECONDARY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
IN UKRAINIAN PROVINCES OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE
AT THE TURN OF THE 20" CENTURY
(on materials of the meeting of the curator’s council
of Odesa educational district)

The article, based on the analysis of historical and pedagogical sources
and archival documents, reveals the position of the curator’s council of Odesa
educational district on effective ways to cultivate discipline among secondary
school students in the late nineteenth to early twentieth century. It has been
found that the secondary schools of Ukrainian provinces of the Russian Empire
in the period under study functioned in conditions of significant social, economic
and political changes associated, on the one hand, with the development of
capitalist relations, on the other hand, with the economic crisis of 1901-1903
and activation of workers and peasants movements and the rise of political
activity among liberal and democratic strata of population and the student
youth. Against this background, the inconsistency of the existing system of
secondary education, which comprised mainly grammar and real schools, with
the economic and social needs of the state became more and more noticeable,
forcing the Ministry of Public Education to raise the issue of the secondary
education reform.

It has been found that the Emperor Nicholas Il, concerned about the
growing political activity of students and pupils, identified the requirement of
combining youth education with religion, faith, loyalty to the crown and the
fatherland, respect for the family, and learning from early childhood to main-
tain order and discipline. In pursuance of this order, the Minister of Public
Education H. Zenger sent to the curators of educational districts, including
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Kyiv, Odesa and Kharkiv, a circular “About Discipline in Secondary Education
Institutions” (1903), recognizing the current state of affairs with students’
discipline and control over it by school authorities and pedagogical staff as
unacceptable and demanded strict execution of the monarch’s will. The desired
educational results were proposed to be achieved by both pedagogical and
repressive methods. Effective methods and techniques for prevention of order
and discipline violations by the students to be used by pedagogical staff were
considered the following: pedagogical tact and friendly attitude to students; the
content of studying and its educational nature (especially at the language, lite-
rature and history lessons); organization of extracurricular educational activities
with the use of teaching, suggestion, persuasion of students; cooperation with
parents; moral support for pupils living in student dormitories; appeal to the
religious beliefs and feelings of students.

It has been found that at the meeting on December 12, 1903, the members
of the curator’s council of Odesa educational district, having studied in detail
the state of affairs and having considered the circular proposal by the Minister
of Public Education and the views of pedagogical councils of secondary education
institutions of the district on discipline issue, expressed their opinion. In the
decision of the council among the most effective ways to impose the discipline
among students were identified as follows: reducing occupancy of classes; in-
troduction the institute of educators; organization of student dormitories, boarding
schools, home churches; use of educational potential of literature, religious and
moral discussions; establishing good relationships with students’ parents. It
also highlighted the need to improve the financial and official status of teachers
as a guarantee of the quality of the educational process.

Key words: Ministry of Public Education; secondary education institutions;
students; discipline; cultivating; Odesa Educational District; Curator’s council
of the educational district.
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Introduction

Nowadays changes in the system of general secondary education in Ukraine
are aimed at forming a holistic, comprehensively developed individual who has
an active civic position, acts in accordance with moral and ethical principles and is
able to make responsible decisions (“Nova Ukrayinska Shkola”, 2016). Achieving
this goal is possible provided that the children and young people have such a
moral and ethical quality as obedience, which is closely related to responsibility,
organization, perseverance, honesty, endurance (Sybouts, 1967), sense of duty
and requires the understanding the essence of discipline (Clark, 1998; Bridges,
2006), conscious following standards and behaviour rules in society and at school,
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compliance with the requirements of morality in actions and deeds (McCluskey,
2014), developing skills and abilities of self-organization, self-discipline, etc.
The primary role in development of this quality belongs to the school. However,
the study of modern school shows that there is a contradiction between strengthening
the society’s requirements for students’ education level and the increase in the
number of disciplinary violations by them. In search of effective ways to solve
this problem, it is advisable to study the positive historical and pedagogical
experience in developing the students’ discipline in the educational environment of
the school in a particular historical period.

The analysis of scientific and pedagogical sources showed that the prob-
lem of cultivating discipline among students at different stages of development
of Ukrainian society is widely represented in historical and pedagogical discourse.
The greatest scientific interest of researchers is the period of the 19" — early 20"
century.

In particular, the dissertation research of S. Samarina (2012) is devoted to
the peculiarities of developing students’ discipline in schools of Ukraine in the
second half of the 19" to early 20" century. The author found that the concepts
of “student’s self-discipline” and “school discipline” (internal — mental, external) in
this period were identified and interpreted as unquestioning obedience of a stu-
dent to the requirements of a teacher by following their orders, compliance with
the rules that ensured proper external and internal school (disciplinary) order.
The researcher identified methods (with “positive effect” and “negative effect™)
and disciplinary techniques used to form disciplined behaviour of students in
the educational process of the school.

The problem was partially covered in the dissertation of L. Yershova (2015)
in the context of a comprehensive analysis of the problem of transformation of
the educational ideal in the pedagogical theory and practice of the Russian Ukraine
in the 19" to early 20" century. The study of archival materials on the history of
Kyiv, Odesa and Kharkiv educational districts of the period under consideration
allowed the researcher to conclude that the development of schoolchildren’s
discipline in the Russian Ukraine was carried out through a consistent introduc-
tion of the imperial educational ideal (a loyal citizen, a devoted son of the father-
land), created according to the interests of the monarchy and Orthodox Christianity
as the dominant religion, the principle of nationality, the class system of the
empire and its gender traditions.

I. Zabolotna’s dissertation (2013) arouses scientific interest in the context
of the problem under analysis. The researcher systematized the views of teachers
and scholars of the second half of the 19" to early 20™" century about the sense
and methods of cultivating discipline among students. The experience of deve-
loping this moral quality among students in public schools in Ukraine of the
specified period was analyzed. However, according to the analysis of historical
and pedagogical literature, in the modern scientific circulation there are no works
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that present the practice of organizing the activities of collegial education autho-
rities to solve the problem of cultivating discipline among secondary school
students in a particular historical period.

The purpose of the article is to reveal the position of the curator’s council
of Odesa educational district on cultivating discipline among students of secon-
dary education institutions (late nineteenth to early twentieth century).

The Development Level of Secondary Education Institutions in Ukrainian
Provinces of the Russian Empire at the turn of the 20'" Century

The turn of the 20" century brought a wide range of social and economic
changes. Big capitalistic industry was developing very fast; foreign and domestic
capital investments were growing; monopolistic associations were formed. The
rapid development of capitalism led to a fast growth of the working class. At the
same time, the economic crisis of 1900-1903, the intensification of exploita-
tion of workers, delay in the final solution of the agrarian problem, the objective
interest of the bourgeoisie in its involvement in solving important state prob-
lems, the lack of democratic freedoms, the growing problem of the national
question caused a wave of workers and peasants movements, the growth of liberal
and democratic segments of population, university and school students (Slyusa-
renko et al., 2000).

In these conditions, the problem of inconsistency of the existing system of
secondary school with the economic and social need of the state became urgent.
The system consisted mainly of grammar and real schools. Thus, in the circular
letter of July 8, 1899, the Minister of Public Education M. Bogolepov drew the
attention of the educational districts curators to the shortcomings in the work of
secondary schools, which were pointed out by teachers and students’ parents in
their numerous complaints: alienation from family and a bureaucratic nature of
the secondary education institutions; disregard for children’s individuality and
neglect of their moral and physical development; early specialization of education,
which did not take into account the natural talents and aptitudes of primary school
students; an excessive daily mental load on children, especially in the case of
younger students; inconsistency of the syllabi with each other and with the study
time, overloading them with secondary and even unnecessary requirements; an
excessive attention to the ancient languages and outdated methods of teaching;
insufficient mental maturity of grammar school graduates; the low level of subject
teaching in real schools, and hence the low level of graduates’ knowledge. The
Minister assumed that the majority of these complaints were due to the miscon-
ception about the school’s omnipotence and the disregard for the conditions in
which it operated. However, he acknowledged that the arguments were fair to
some extent (Kapterev, 1915, pp. 538-539).

The study of historical and pedagogical sources (Anrep, 1908; Berezivska,
2019; Kapterev, 1915; Rozhdestvenskiy, 1902) makes us believe that at the begin-
ning of 20th century teachers, parents and the general public presumed that both
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classical and real schools do not meet the objectives of the secondary education.
As the evidence of this there were a large number of articles, published separately
or in periodicals in various fields, petitions by the nobility and Zemstvo autho-
rities, materials of special meetings, opinions of pedagogical councils of educa-
tional institutions, faculties and individual university professors, etc.

Under public pressure, the Ministry of Public Education was forced to
raise the issue of a secondary education reform. Under the leadership of a privy
councillor M. Bogolepov (December 6, 1898 — March 2, 1901), and later Adjutant
General P. Vannovsky (March 23, 1901 — April 11, 1902) commissions were
created to develop draft fundamental documents. It was planned to make changes
in the structure and content of the secondary education, the organization of the
educational process. However, the submitted projects were never approved as
the law (Berezivska, 2019).

The Position of the Ministry of Public Education on Cultivating Dis-
cipline among Students of Secondary Education Institutions in the Early
Twentieth Century

On April 11, 1902, privy councillor H. Zenger (April 11, 1902 — January 23,
1904) was appointed the head of the Ministry of Public Education. In a rescript
dated June 10 of the same year, Emperor Nicholas Il formulated the guiding
principles, which were supposed to be followed by the developers for conclu-
ding a new draft of the secondary education reform. In the view of the subject
of our study;, it had to be noted that among all requirements the main one was about
combining general education with religion, developing loyalty to the crown and
the fatherland, respect for the family, and promoting order and discipline since
early childhood. “The school that gives to a young man only course knowledge,
not related to religious and moral education with a sense of duty, discipline and
respect for elders is not only useless, but often harmful, because it develops such
pernicious qualities for every business, as arbitrariness and arrogance”, — was
noted in the rescript of Nicholas 1l (Rozhdestvenskiy, 1902, p. 703).

On June 28, 1903, H. Zenger sent a circular letter No. 19744 “On Discip-
line in Secondary Education Institutions” (“Tsirkulyar popechitelyam”, 1903) to
the curators of educational districts, in particular Kyiv, Odesa, and Kharkiv. The
document noted that recently the Ministry of Public Education had been receiving
more and more reports from administrations of educational districts, which con-
tained facts indicating a decline in discipline in secondary education institutions,
spoilt students, as well as cases of unacceptable pernicious thoughts, which often
occurred among high school students (a whole class could refuse to carry out
the orders of the school authorities); rude and defiant antics of students who got
unsatisfactory grades or remarks from teachers; students’ attack on pedagogical
staff and offending them; broad anti-government propaganda among high school
students.
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The reasons for this situation, according to the Minister, lay in the “weak-
ness” of the school administration and pedagogical councils in suppressing the
bad behaviour of students. The pedagogical personnel did not pay attention to the
indecent behaviour of students on the streets and in public places. The meetings
of directors of secondary education institutions of cities for general discussion
of the issues about organization of supervision over the students’ behaviour outside
schools were not widely used. Students were not properly explained the rules of
behaviour. Quite often violations of the rules of behaviour by students went
unpunished.

Recognizing this state of affairs as unacceptable and demanding a strict
observance of the monarch’s will to teach children and youth at school to respect
order and discipline from early childhood, H. Zenger pointed out that the heads
of secondary education institutions and pedagogical councils had sufficient means
(both pedagogical and repressive) to influence students in order to achieve the
desired educational results. In his opinion, the effective methods and prevention
techniques for maintaining order and discipline to be used by the teachers were
the following: pedagogical tactfulness and friendly attitude to students; the content
of syllabi and its educational nature (especially at language, literature, history
lessons); organization of extracurricular educational activities with elements of
convincing, influencing, persuading students; cooperation with parents; psycho-
logical support for students living in dormitories; appealing to religious beliefs
and feelings of students. The Minister asked not only to acquaint the pedago-
gical councils of secondary educational institutions with his thoughts, but also
to discuss the issues raised by him at the meetings of the curator’s councils of
educational districts (“Tsirkulyar popechitelyam”, 1903).

Proposals of Pedagogical Councils of Secondary Education Institutions
and Curator’s Councils of Educational Districts on Effective Forms and
Methods of Cultivating Discipline among Students

A study of archival documents (“Zaklyucheniya professorov”, 1899-1903,
sheets 218-269 verso) shows that on December 12, 1903, the proposal of the
Minister of Public Education H. Zenger was considered at a meeting of the
curator’s council of Odesa educational district. The following members were
present during the meeting: 1) district inspectors: I. Soloviov, M. Korzhynsky;
directors of grammar schools: Richelieu — V. Grolikh, Odesa 2nd — K. Piatnitsky,
Odesa 4th — P. Borzakovsky, Odesa 5th — A. Yungmeister; directors of real
schools: Odesa — O. Sokolov, Odesa St. Paul — M. Kaminsky; professors of No-
vorossiya University: Ye. Klimenko, O. Kochubinsky, V. Repiakhov, . Sleshyn-
sky, O. Tomson, Ye. Shchepkin; director of public schools of Kherson Province
0. Uarov. The meeting was chaired by the curator of Odesa educational district,
privy councillor Kh. Solskyi.

It had to be noted that the discussion of the circular letter of the Minister
of Public Education was preceded by a lively exchange of views on improving
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students’ discipline at meetings of pedagogical councils of education institutions of
Odesa educational district, such as classical grammar schools, preparatory gram-
mar schools, real schools, Bairamcha Teachers’ Seminary, Feodosiia Teachers’
Institute and Mykolaiv Secondary Technical School. The pedagogical councils
presented their conclusions to the curator of the educational district.

The conclusions of 23 secondary education institutions (17 grammar schools,
2 preparatory grammar schools and 4 real schools) were articulated directly at
the meeting of the curator’s council of Odesa educational district. The expressed
views and suggestions were summarized in 70 paragraphs, such as:

1. Schools had to be exempted from the issuance of certificates, which
provide certain benefits in the service or for admission to higher education
institutions.

2. The requirements for enrolling students had to be increased and transfer
tests had to be conducted. Only those students could be transferred to the next
grade who received grade “4” for the year in the subjects, and “5” in behaviour.
Students had to follow the rules accurately and strictly, without any concessions
or indulgence.

3. Heads of education institutions had to select staff similar to English schools.

4. The issue of student number in the classroom had to be regulated. It
was difficult to stimulate individual development and inclinations of students
when there were more than 40 students in a class.

5. The teaching staff had to be an example of courtesy, restraint and
friendliness to students, thereby eliminating rude and offensive antics by students.

6. The authority of the teacher had to be strengthened. To do this, their
dependent and unstable position which humiliated the teacher in their own eyes
and in the eyes of society, had to be changed.

7. The financial situation of teaching staff had to be improved. The tea-
cher had to work in one education institution exclusively, and had to not conduct
more than 15-18 (18-22 and 12) lessons per week. The burden of a significant
number of lessons had a detrimental effect on both the personal qualities of tea-
chers and the effectiveness of teaching.

8. Classroom mentoring in its current form had to be eliminated. The
institute of educators with a high pedagogical reputation at the rate of one edu-
cator per class had to be introduced.

9. Close contact with students’ families had to be established. In addition
to discussions about misdemeanours and failures of children with their parents,
public ceremonies, concerts, performances, literature evenings, public speeches,
discussion of brochures and magazines with pedagogical content were to become
common.

10. The leisure activities had to be provided for students by offering classes
that corresponded to their aptitudes and talents. For example, literary-vocal-
musical meetings in the mornings or evenings were to be arranged, as well as
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reading sessions to cover different fields of knowledge; students, especially at
high schools, were to be involved in writing essays, singing in student choirs,
playing various musical instruments. Excursions, amateur performances, cycling,
boating, outdoor games were to be arranged as extracurricular activities; gar-
dening was to be conducted at the premises of educational institutions, etc.

11. Student dormitories and boarding houses were to be organized be equip-
ped and the parents were recommended to send their children there.

12. Existing grammar and real schools were to be reorganised into separate
educational institutions for children of primary and secondary school age or at
least young children were to be isolated, creating appropriate conditions for their
natural development and comprehensive education.

13. The grading system had to be abolished. It was better to provide parents
with weekly information on the progress and behaviour of their children. Quarter
grades were to be replaced with four-month or semi-annual, or semi-annual and
annual ones. Register lists and honour rolls were to be eliminated.

14. Such characterizing remark for students’ progress as “average abilities”
had to be abolished.

15. High school students were to be involved in overseeing the order and
discipline of primary school students during breaks, or their behaviour outside
of the school.

16. Among the methods of punishment the most appropriate and natural
reprimands in various forms were suggested, such as driving the disturbers out
of the classroom for misdemeanours and misconduct during lessons, or expelling
them from the school (“Zaklyucheniya professorov”, 1899-1903, sheets 263—
267 verso).

It had to be noted that some pedagogical councils, along with quite prog-
ressive methods and techniques to improve the discipline of school students,
offered quite authoritarian, in particular discriminatory ones. For example, there
was an idea to forbid attending schools to a significant number of children of
national minorities or of groups with different religion with “ugly and nasty traits”
(Jews, Karaites, Armenians); to refuse access to the children of uncouth and poor
parents who were unable to supervise their children at home and create appro-
priate conditions for them to study, etc.

Having taken the opinions and proposals of the pedagogical councils of
secondary schools of the Odesa educational district into consideration, the mem-
bers of the curator’s council posed the question: how exactly the circular letter
of the Minister of Public Education H. Zenger was to be discussed, and what
was to be the character of the council’s decision. Some council members believed
that the minister’s circular proposal obliged the curator’s council to consider the
reasons for the decline in discipline in secondary education institutions and to
amend the measures proposed by the ministry, taking into account the views of
the pedagogical councils.
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On the other hand, other council members denied the need to consider or
clarify the reasons for the decline in student discipline and to design any mea-
sures that would change or supplement ministerial regulations. In their view, the
measures proposed by the Ministry had to be seen as guidelines to be implemented.
In view of this, the council could only express its position on the issues raised
by the ministry, but by no means set the task of looking for new methods or
techniques. There was no need, considering the exact content of the minister’s
circular, to consider the measures proposed by the pedagogical councils of se-
condary schools in the district to improve the students’ discipline.

Some members of the curator’s council of Odesa educational district, re-
ferring to the circular proposal of the Minister of Public Education H. Zenger,
which required the influence of teachers on students, expressed doubts about the
possibility of implementing the instructions provided in this regard. According
to them, in order to influence people in general and children and youth in par-
ticular, it was necessary: 1) to have clear, established views, which were rare at
the time; 2) to command respect among those who need to be influenced; 3) to
be completely honest with those you influence. All this could be expected from
a teacher only when “their personality will be significantly raised in the eyes of
society, i.e. ... when they will be a person with a thorough and appropriate
training being so well-to-do as to be able to pursue scientific research, and have
such a position in the service so as to be able to preserve the independence of
their thoughts” (“Zaklyucheniya professorov”, 1899-1903, sheet 268 verso).
They also proposed to exempt the teacher, as far as possible, from the existing
regulations of their rights and responsibilities.

In view of the above, the curator’s council of Odesa educational district
adopted the following decision. Recognizing that the measures mentioned in the
circular letter were expedient, useful and desirable, the Ministry of Public Edu-
cation was to be informed about the following:

I. Regarding the content of education: the financial situation of teachers
had to be improved as a guarantee of the quality of education; literature discussion
clubs were to be included in the lesson schedule; syllabi were to be abridged.

I1. Regarding the implementation of the educational function of the stu-
dying process: the status of a teacher had to be raised both in financial and pro-
fessional ways and special educators were to be introduced to guide the youth
on the path of duty; teachers with proper salary were to conduct no more than
12 lessons per week; pedagogical work had to be carried out in one educational
institution exclusively; principals were to be exempted from lessons and the
amount of letter correspondence minimized; the number of students in classes
had to be reduced as much as possible.

I11. Regarding extracurricular supervision of students: teachers were to
limit their visits to the students’ domicile due to the extreme dissatisfaction of
parents with this measure; the system of student dormitories and boarding schools
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had to be expanded; extracurricular supervision of students, which in its current
form poorly achieved its goal, had to be carried out in new ways.

IV. In order to develop students’ religious feelings: home churches and
religious and moral colloquia had to be arranged, but students were not to be
forced to attend church. The responsibility for the religious education of stu-
dents was to lie on their parents.

At the same time, the council considered that it was expedient to present
to the Ministry with the views and proposals of the pedagogical councils of se-
condary education institutions of Odesa educational district, which were articulated
during the meeting (“Zaklyucheniya professorov”’, 1899-1903, sheets 269—
269 verso).

Conclusions

The conducted research suggests that the problem of finding effective
ways to cultivate discipline among students in secondary education institutions
of Ukrainian provinces of the Russian Empire at the turn of the 20" century was
under the control of the Minister of Public Education and the Emperor. Both pe-
dagogical councils of secondary education institutions and curator’s councils of
educational districts, in particular Odesa, took part in its discussion. At a meeting
on December 12, 1903, having studied in detail the situation, members of the
curator’s council of Odesa educational district expressed their own position on
this issue. The decision of the council identified among the most effective ways
to cultivate discipline among students the following: reducing the size of classes;
introduction of the institute of educators; organizing student dormitories, boar-
ding schools, home churches; use of educational potential of belles-lettres litera-
ture, religious and moral colloquia; establishing contacts with students’ parents.
They also highlighted the need to improve the financial and official position of
teachers as a guarantee of the quality of the educational process.
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