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DEVELOPMENT OF DISTANCE EDUCATION IN UKRAINE

Summary. Computerized distance education has been introduced in Ukraine for more than twenty
years now and developed quickly due to the necessity to organize the learning process online during
the COVID-19 pandemic and wartime. The use of new technologies and the efforts of the governmental
and educational institutions contributed to the fast-evolving distance learning in Ukraine.

The paper emphasizes that despite a significant number of works studying remote learning in
Ukraine, the history and development of distance education have not been covered in pedagogical
literature. It has been attempted in this work to study the main stages of distance education history
in Ukraine.

As the first type of remote teaching, we regard learning by correspondence, which developed since
the end of the 19" century due to the development of regular mail and for many people was the only
opportunity to get a degree. In the 20th century, every university organized a special correspondence
department in an attempt to combine correspondence and face-to-face education. The official start
of distance learning in Ukraine was at the beginning of the 21*' century when the distance learning
experiment was launched in several universities in big cities, regulated by several presidential
and governmental decrees.

However, it has been noted in the paper that our country currently lacks a single coordination
centre for the implementation of the state policy in distance education development and consequently
caused certain mistrust in the society towards this form of studying due to some technological
limitations, lack of adequate infrastructure and experienced specialists, ready-made computer
programs and materials.

Nevertheless, distance learning difficulties have only stimulated students to become independent
learners and facilitated a dialogue between all sides of the educational process. The work has
attempted to analyze the historical experience of distance education and suggested ways for further
effective improvement in the national educational system.

Key words: correspondence education, distance education, distance education requirements,
history of distance education, remote teaching and learning.
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PO3BUTOK JUCTAHLIIHOI OCBITH B YKPAIHI

Anomauia. Kown’rtomepuzosana oucmanyiina oceima nposaoicyemvcs 8 Ykpaiui e nonao
08a0ysms PoKi8 i UBUOKO PO3BUBAEMBCA Y 38 S13KY 3 HEOOXIOHICMIO 0peaHi3ayii HA8UAIbHO20 NPOYecy
cnoyamxy nio yac nandemii COVID-19, a nomim 8oeHn020 nepiody. 3ycuiisi 0epucagHux i 0CGImHix
VCMAaHO8 ma 6npo8aAO0NCEHHS HOBUX MEXHONO02IU CHPUAIU WBUOKOMY PO36UMKY OUCMAHYIUHO2O0
HABYaHHA 8 YKpaiHi.

Y emammi nazonowiyemocsa na momy, wo He38adxcarouu Ha 3HAYHY KLIbKICMb poOim 3 8UGYEHHS
OUCMAHYIUHO20 HABYAHHA 8 YKpaini, icmopis ma po36umox OUCMAHYIHOL 0c8imu 6 nedacociuHill
Jimepamypi He UCEImaeHi HaNedCHUM YUHOM. Y pobomi 3pobreHo cnpoby eueuumu i RpOaHanizyeamu
OCHOBHI emanu icmopii OucmaHnyitinoi oceimu 8 Ykpaini.

Iepwum 6uUOOM OUCMAHYIUHO2O HABUAHHA MU 68ANCAEMO KOPECHOHOEHMCbKe HABUAHHS, 5Ke
po36unynocs 3 Kinys 19 cmonimms 3a605Ku po3eumxy mpaouyitiHoi nowmu i 01s 6azamvox 6y10
E€OUHOIO0 MONCTIUBICIIO OMPUMAMU OUNIOM abo keanighikayito. ¥ 20 cmonimmi kodicen yHigepcumem ice
Mae cneyianvhe 3a04He 8I00LIeH s 0l NOEOHAHHSA OUCTAHYIUHO20 Ma 04Ho20 HasuanHs. Ogiyitinuil
NOYAmMOK CYYACHO20 OUCMAHYIUHO20 HaA8UaHHsA 6 YKpaini 6i00yeca Ha noyamky 21 cmonimms, Konu
eKcnepuMeHm 3 OHLAlH HABYAHHS 0)10 3aNYUeHO 8 KLIbKOX YHIBepCUmemax 8eIuKux Micm.

Oouax, y pobomi 3a3HA4AEMbCs, U0 HAPA3i 8 HAWIN 0epacasi 6I0CYMHIll €OUHUL KOOPOUHAYTUHUL
yeHmp 3 peanizayii 0epicagHoi NONIMUKU PO3BUMKY OUCMAHYIUHOI 0C8IMU, WO CAPUYUHULO NEBHY
Heo08Iipy 8 CYCRiIbCMEI 00 Yiei hopmu Ha84UaHHs yepe3 0esiKi MEXHON02IUHI 0OMENCEeHHS, BIOCYMHICb
HANeJHCHOT IHhpacmpykmypu ma 00C8i0UeHUX cneyianicmis, 20moux KOMN IOMEPHUX Npocpam
i Mmamepianis.

Tum He MmeHw, MpPYOHOWI OUCMAHYIUHO20 HABYAHHA JuUUle CMUMYIIO8ANU CHYOeHmi8 00
camoopeaHizayii ma camocmitiHocmi HAGYAHHS, CRPUSIU PO3BUMKY O1AI02Y MIJIC YCiMa Y4aACHUKAMU
Ha84a1bHo20 npoyecy. Y pobomi 3pooieno cnpoby npoananizysamu icmopudHuti 00c8io OUCmMaHyiuHol
0C8IiMu Mma 3anponoHOBAHO WIAXU NOOATbULO20 ePEKMUBHO20 B0OCKOHANEHHSA GIMYUZHAHOI 0CEIMHbOT
cucmemu y OUCmManyitHomy gopmami.

Knrouoei cnosa: oucmanyitina oceima, eumo2u 00 OUCMAHYIUHOI OC8IMU, 3A0YHEe HABYAHHS,
icmopisi oucmarnyiuHoi oceimu, OucmaHyitiHe BUKIAOAHHA MA HABYAHHS, KOPECNOHOEHMCbKe
HABUAHHS.

Introduction. Distance education is an open
learning system that involves active communi-
cation between teachers and students via modern
Internet technologies and multimedia. Distance
education has been implemented in Ukraine for
more than twenty years, although the history of
its development began long before the introduc-
tion of computer technologies in the educational
process. The rapid development of distance learn-
ing in recent years was triggered by the COVID-
19 pandemic, and later by the war, which made it
impossible to provide lessons in real classrooms.
The implementation of new technologies and
the efforts of the government and educational

institutions contributed to the active development
of distance education in the country.

Analysis of recent publications. The issues
of distance learning were studied in the works of
many Ukrainian scientists and practising teach-
ers. The development of distance education is
outlined in the works of N. Andryushhenko,
Yu. Bogachkov, V. Kukharenko, O. Kirilenko,
V. Svyridyuk and others. Theoretical, practical
and social aspects of distance learning in Ukraine
are highlighted in the works of P. Dmytrenko,
V. Kuharenko, N. Protasova, S. Sazonov, and
O. Samoilenko. Separate aspects of remote
training of future specialists were considered
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by L. Voloshinova, P. Yefimenko, N. Loginova,
O. Marushchak and others. V. Bondarenko,
Yu. Nosenko, Yu. Zaporozhchenko explore the
possibilities of modern information and commu-
nication technologies application in accessibility
and development of education. The implementa-
tion of distance education as a new pedagogical
technology is investigated by V. Bykov, O. Zaryt-
ska, O. Kolesnikov, V. Ljubchak, V. Gogun-
skyi, Yu. Opanasyuk, O. Vasyuk, T. Skumina,
M. Karpenko,

Despite a significant number of works stud-
ying various questions of remote learning, the
history and development of distance education
in Ukraine have not been sufficiently covered in
pedagogical literature yet.

The purpose of the article. The purpose of the
article is to study the historical and pedagogical
aspects of distance education history in Ukraine;
the reasons for its slow development and sudden
transition to rapid popularization; the implemen-
tation of distance learning platforms and the cre-
ation of conditions for successful online learning.

Presentation of the main material. At the end
of the 19th century, the first type of remote teach-
ing appeared, which was called correspondence
training, when students could send their writ-
ten work to a teacher, and receive the teacher's
comments and new assignments by mail. These
changes were possible due to the development
of regular mail and were greatly appreciated by
those who lived far from large cities and could
not study in real institutions. For many people at
that time, it was the only opportunity to get a seri-
ous education.

Later, correspondence education was devel-
oped as a special department at universities and
attempted to improve the quality of distance
teaching. It was an experiment in combining cor-
respondence and face-to-face education.

In 2004 the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence of Ukraine introduced distance learning,
which is considered the official start of distance
learning in Ukraine. The remote form of edu-
cation in Ukraine began to be implemented in
2002, when the distance learning experiment was
launched in several universities in Kyiv, Kharkiv,
Khmelnytskyi, Sumy, Poltava, and other big cit-
ies (Concept of distance education development
in Ukraine, 2000; Organization of the Ukrainian
Distance Education Centers, 2000).

The implementation of distance education
in Ukraine is regulated by several documents:
Concept of Development of Distance Education
in Ukraine (2000), Decree of the Ministry of

Education and Science of Ukraine on approval
of the regulation on distance learning (2013),
National Computerization Program (2022) and
others. The organizational structure of the dis-
tance education system of Ukraine at different
times included the Council for Monitoring the
Development of Distance Education under the
Cabinet on Ministers of Ukraine, the Coordi-
nation Council of the Ministry of Education
and Culture of Ukraine for Distance Education,
Ukrainian Distance Education Centre based on
the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, regional cen-
tres in Kharkiv, Lviv, Odesa, Dnipro, Khmel-
nytskyi (Artemenko, 2012; Bogachkov, 2014;
Ljubchak, 2009).

Currently, the issues of organization and imple-
mentation of distance education have been han-
dled by the Department of Higher Education at
the Ministry of Education and Culture of Ukraine,
the Ukrainian Institute of Information Technol-
ogies in Education, and the structural divisions
of some universities. However, our country cur-
rently lacks a single coordination centre for the
implementation of the state policy in the devel-
opment of distance education. This is caused by
the fact that scientists and practical teachers still
do not have a clear idea about distance learning,
common concepts and standards. As a result, we
can observe different approaches to its organiza-
tion in educational institutions. Sometimes, this
brings a low level of teaching and causes certain
mistrust in the society towards the distance form
of education (Hrynevych, 2020). There is still
not even a unified approach to the terminology
related to different forms of distance education
and we can come across distance learning, which
means the acquisition of knowledge via the Inter-
net, computers, television, radio, etc.; distance
teaching as a cooperative work of a teacher and
a student without direct contacts between them;
network teaching, which identifies teaching by
the Internet and others.

In our opinion, distance education is the most
exact name for the process of remote teaching
and learning, which denotes a synthetic, integral
form of education, based on the use of a variety
of traditional and new possibilities of informa-
tion technologies suitable for delivering educa-
tional material, independent study, organized as
an exchange between a teacher and a student, and
when the learning process is not limited in space
and time and does not involve the constant, man-
datory presence in a specific educational insti-
tution (Getta et al., 2017, p. 12). Distance edu-
cation technologies require highly qualified and
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motivated professionals, who can organize the
teaching process using computer technologies.

The development of distance education in
Ukraine began much later than in the countries
of Western Europe. It has been slow at first for
various reasons. Among them, we should men-
tion technological limitations at the beginning
as well as not all teachers and learners having
access to computers, the Internet and various
technical means, which became an obstacle to
the widespread distance learning. The lack of
adequate infrastructure for distance education is
also hindered. An insufficient number of special-
ists, computer classes and computer programs in
educational institutions made it difficult to imple-
ment distance learning (Vlasenko at al., 2019).

Cultural and psychological factors of the tradi-
tional education system, demanding the teachers
and students to be present in the classroom, hin-
dered the perception of distance learning, espe-
cially among the older generation of teachers and
parents. In addition, insufficient financial support
from the state and insufficient investment in the
distance education infrastructure slowed down its
development.

However, in recent years, Ukraine has taken
significant steps towards the development of dis-
tance education, especially during the COVID-
19 pandemic, and wartime, when distance
learning became a necessity and often the only
possible way of learning. The use of new tech-
nologies and the efforts of the government and
educational institutions contributed to the active
development of distance education in the coun-
try (Kukharenko, 2020).

The principles of distance education include
various pedagogical approaches that contribute
to effective learning and knowledge acquisi-
tion in a distance format. The main pedagog-
ical principles of distance education include
active interaction between the teacher and stu-
dents. This may include electronic platforms to
share information, forums for topic discussions,
video conferences, etc. Teachers should struc-
ture learning materials for an online format and
make them easily accessible for students. This
can include the creation of online courses, video
lessons, interactive tasks and tests. Distance
education promotes the development of stu-
dents’ independence and self-regulation skills.
They learn to plan their time, set priorities and
acquire knowledge independently. Teachers
should provide a system of evaluation and feed-
back for students. This may include assessments
in the form of online tests, essays, projects, etc.

Adequate technological support is necessary for
successful distance education. Teachers and stu-
dents must have access to the necessary com-
puter programs for learning and communication
(Opanasyuk, 2016).

The effective online educational process is
possible on several basic requirements: providing
access to the technical infrastructure, (computers,
the Internet and the necessary software for teach-
ers and students); ensuring technical support for
teachers and students who may encounter tech-
nical problems; preparing teachers and providing
them with the necessary training materials for
teaching in a remote format; creating interactive
learning tools such as video lessons, webinars,
interactive tasks and discussion forums; develop-
ing effective assessment methods, such as online
tests, assignments and projects and providing
regular feedback to identify the students’ prob-
lems and needs; supporting social and emotional
well-being and creating opportunities for online
interaction, organizing online consultations and
psychological support; ensuring curriculum rel-
evance to the needs of students in a remote for-
mat; developing accessible self-study materials
(Bogachkov, 2014).

On the whole, effective distance education
requires the implementation of an integrated
approach taking into account technical, pedagog-
ical and social aspects. It is important to ensure
proper organization, interaction and support for
students and teachers in a virtual learning envi-
ronment.

For the organization of successful learning
in remote format, several distance platforms
are used, such as Google Classroom, Moodle,
Edmodo, My class (Mij klas), Classdojo, etc.
which can be considered the most successful.
These platforms allow educators and students
to communicate effectively, provide and receive
learning materials, and complete and assess
assignments. They have become indispensable
tools for distance learning and the organization
of the educational process (Bogachkov, 2014;
Getta, 2017).

Conclusions. It should be noted that the
development of distance education in Ukraine
began much later than in the countries of West-
ern Europe and at first was conducted very slowly
for many reasons, in particular, due to the per-
ception of distance education only as a compet-
itive to classical traditional education. However,
pandemic restrictions related to COVID-19 and
later the war made adjustments to the attitude
to remote ways of learning in Ukraine. Forced
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distance learning has become a challenge for all
participants in the educational process. It turned
out not to be easy to organize high-quality edu-
cation using digital technologies, to inspire and
motivate students, solve technical problems. The
difficulty of distance learning was not only stim-
ulating students to work independently but also

became the possibility of developing a dialogue
that permitted to implementation of a wide vari-
ety of proposals and innovations. It is important
to analyze the historical experience of distance
learning technologies in our country for their fur-
ther improvement and effective implementation
in the educational process.
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